PRECIDENT'C ANNUAL REPORT

Your new President has had a thoroughly stimulating year. As a
relative newcomer to BIEPA there was a learning curve to negotiate
before beginning to fully appreciate the role of guiding BIEPA in the
community. It became apparent that BIEPA’s principal activities have
been focused on environmental advocacy rather than on ground
projects.  Being the “front man” for an advocacy organisation has
meant having to spend a significant amount of time nurturing,
establishing and resurrecting relationships with particularly
government organisations such as Moreton Bay Regional Council
(MBRC) and the State Government Department of Environment and
Resource Management (DERM). Establishing improved mutual
understanding with these large organisations means effective liaison at
political, operational and administrative levels.

Hopefully these efforts along with the Executive support of the
Secretary and Treasurer have helped the Committee with their
following achievements: litter awareness plaques on all Bribie picnic
tables, boat ramp signs alerting users to the fishing line entanglement
threat to wildlife and the building of nest boxes for the Backyards for
Wildlife program. Major Partners included MBRC, Bribie Island State
High School, and Bribie Island Discount Hardware.

The production of the new Birds of Bribie Island book is a major
achievement of the Association. Thank you to Turnstone Archaeology,
Lois MacRae, Ferryman Cruises and D. Cornett for donations that
assisted in the production of this book. A huge effort was put in by
Trevor Ford and the BIEPA sub-committee. The book sales will
continue to provide a revenue stream for BIEPA. These funds plus the
initiatives of registering BIEPA for GST and reducing our insurance
premium to zero should mean our cash flow is positive for next year.
Our Envirofund is also in good shape thanks to many small donations
and major donations from estates of Sue Zsembay and Ann Powell.

Also a big thank you to all involved in delivering these projects along
with members involved with our planning process, Clean-Up Australia
Day, the wild flower walk, polo shirt production and ongoing selling,
newsletter publishing, copying and delivery, meeting support including
equipment management, coffee and biscuits supply, water monitoring,
endangered turtle and frog recording, the quarterly BAS Statement,
community reference groups, focus group and other community group
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